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Native Americans are believed to have crossed over from Siberia 
to Alaska via a frozen land bridge roughly 20,000 years ago

Natives then settled in North America, as well as 
migrated south through Central and South America

Native American cultures varied as tribes adopted various lifestyles to suits their environmental needs

One of the staple crops of the Americas became maize-- or corn; 
corn was domesticated southern Mexico around 10,000 years ago

From there it spread to the Andes and Columbia region roughly 6000 years ago 
while Olmec and Maya trade routes brought it into the American Southwest in 2500 BCE

Pre-Columbian Natives
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On the Northwest Pacific and Californian Coast that Americans were able to live 
in semi-permanent settlements, primarily from the sea and lush coniferous rain forests

In the area to Great Basin region, Native Americans seasonally established settlements near river 
basins in the spring and winter while moving frequently summer due to lack of water resources

The American Midwest and East Coast, however, were more 
intricately connected through the vast Mississippi Valley trade network

Goods from the Gulf of Mexico, Rocky Mountains, Northeast, Great Lakes, Great Plains, 
and Atlantic Coast were all found in what is considered to be the trade center: Cahokia

Additionally Native Americans formed large confederacies, such 
as the Iroquois Confederacy, to expand and protect resources and trade

Regional Differences
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With the decline of the Silk Road following the end of the Mongolian Empire in the 
14th century, as well as strained relations with the Arabs in the Middle East, Europeans 
were left without a connection to the lucrative markets of India and China

As such, Europeans, beginning in the 15th century, began to seek their own route to the East

Beginning with the Portuguese and Spanish, European explorers began 
searching for a new route funded by royal patrons and joint stock companies

While royal patrons such as Henry the Navigator of Portugal and Ferdinand and Isabella 
of Spain funded some, others used investor money through the joint stock technique

Often forming a corporation to reduce liability, joint stock insured investors 
would be repaid in proportion to their investment (i.e., if you invested 10% in 
a ship, then you would receive 10% of the profits upon the ship's return)

Investors further protect themselves by investing in multiple ships in one; this made exploration incredibly 
lucrative when ships returned with gold, silver, slaves, or cash crops from the New World or Old World

European Exploration
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Europeans were able to explore and sail across the world 
due to several new discoveries, innovations, and technologies

New maneuverable ships known as caravels, along with the 
stern-post rudder, allowed for nimble navigation and large cargoes

The discovery of the Tradewinds and Westerlies allowed 
Europeans to sail to and from the New World easily and reliably

Additionally the adoption of the magnetic compass and 
astrolabe allowed Europeans navigate and map the world

Portolan maps provided a reliable mapping technique through 
which Europeans could chart and re-navigate discovered waters

Lastly, gunpowder weapons and horses allowed Europeans to 
conquer the New World and many ports in Africa and Asia

Technological Advancements
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Europeans were motivated by three primary factors: God, gold, and glory

The Spanish and Portuguese were aggressive in their missionary work, sending Franciscan, 
Dominican, and Jesuit monks to the New World for the conversion of Native Americans

While many Native Americans were converted and work by force, some Europeans, 
such as Bartolome de las Casas, objected to the harsh treatment of Indians

Regarding gold, Europeans from Spain, Portugal, England, France, and the 
Netherlands (known collectively as the Atlantic States) became incredibly 
wealthy from New World resources, colonies, and trade opportunities

Lastly, regarding glory, New World colonies offered opportunity to expand 
increasingly powerful European states--as well as the status of wealthy landowners 
and lower nobility--in conquering and receiving colonial landholdings and titles

Motivations


